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LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Landscape Approach

• From Farm to Landscape - Expansion of the prevailing individual farm 
perspective (farm approach) in the planning and implementation of 
biodiversity-promoting measures 

• Biodiversity at the top - Planning and implementation of biodiversity-
promoting measures where the biodiversity potential is greatest from 
a nature conservation biodiversity perspective.

• Cooperation for better results - Better utilisation of the biodiversity 
potential through cooperation between several stakeholders / farms
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LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Benefits by Landscape Approach

• Combination of nature conservation and agricultural expertise

• Better consideration of local/regional requirements and potential for 
biodiversity

• Better flexibility in the design and implementation of measures

• Less administrative effort 

• Better effectiveness of the implemented measures

= Better realisation of the biodiversity potential through cooperation 
between several stakeholders / companies
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LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Project Concept & Targets

• Improving the quality of insect habitats
• Effective measures tailored to the farm

• Monitoring the implementation

• Increasing the area effect of insect-promoting measures
• Promotion of in-crop / production-integrated measures

• Role model effect of demonstration farms

• Involvement of food business and other stakeholders

• Establishment of a regional alliance for insect promotion (landscape approach)
• Inclusion of different perspectives of land use

• Individual, regional solutions

• Adding value to insect promotion
• proposals for more attractive supporting programmes

• development of market-oriented incentive systems

More Than Just Flower Strips - European Conference, Frankfurt, 20. May 2025



LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Project Overview
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Project period: 09/2020 – 06/2025

https://insect-responsible.org/en/

https://insect-responsible.org/en/


LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Our activities
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Strengthening insect protection 
expertise

• Training and further education events 
(~1300 people trained)

• ~40 action sheets with ‘insect-
promoting measures’

• Networking and cooperation



LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Our activities
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Adding value to insect promotion 

• Supporting farmers associations and 
food labels regarding biodiversity / 
guidelines and incentive concepts

• Proposals for better supporting schemes
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LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Our activities
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7 insect-responsible sourcing 
regions in Germany & Italy

• Regional Working groups

• Strategy & Regional action plans with 
priority measures

• ~ 60 demonstration farms
• Biodiversity action plans
• Implementation of innovative and area-

effective measures
• Use of the BPT and implementation of 

insect monitoring



LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Our activities
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Biodiversity 
Action Plans

More than 60 
demonstration 
farms in 2 EU 

countries

Monitoring
Involvement of
other landscape

stakeholders

Training of 
different 

stakeholders

Citizen Science 
Projects

Recommen-
dations for AEP

Concepts for 
incentives



LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Results & findings
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https://insect-responsible.org/publikationen/
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LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Results & findings
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Expectation Reality

Everyone loves bees ↔
Most people don‘t feel responsible for 
supporting insects

Various stakeholders participate in 
the project ↔ Take what you can get!

Food industry is interested in 
marketing strategies ↔

Insect marketing isn‘t sexy and 
consequences of GCD are uncertain

Following the steps of our guideline 
leads to an IRSR ↔

Establishment of IRSR is a individual 
process
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Results & findings
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LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Wrap-Up
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LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Requirements
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Cooperative funding programmes
are a sensible option for greater 
effectiveness and efficiency in 
agricultural nature conservation and 
for opening up to other land use 
stakeholders beyond agriculture. 

Such programmes must be developed 
EU-wide for agriculture and other 
land use actors!

Use existing LEADER structures!



LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Requirements
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Agricultural support programmes must 
become more attractive, more flexible 
and more practical in order to attract 
more farms to agri-environmental 
measures. 

Simplified application procedures, 
greater flexibility and higher funding 
premiums for ecosystem services are 
crucial.

Enabling the combination of public 
fundings and private investments in 
ecosystem services!



LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Requirements
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The food industry, together with 
agriculture, must take responsibility for the 
protection and promotion of biodiversity.

Only if all players in the supply chain 
work together on an equal footing can 
lasting added value be created for 
biodiversity in Europe's cultivated 
landscapes.

Invest in biodiversity and resilient 
sourcing regions!

More food sector initiatives to create 
a level playing field!



LIFE Insect Responsible Sourcing Regions

Requirements
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Advice and capacity building for 
biodiversity in agriculture are key 
building blocks for successful agri-
environmental measures and more 
and better insect and biodiversity 
promotion at landscape level.

Expand biodiversity advice offers!

Biodiversity as an integral part of 
education and capacity building 
(agriculture but also food 
business)!


