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Biodiversity-promoting measures in arable farming

Crop diversification

Description of the measure Effects on biodiversity Further positive effects
Crop diversification refers to the targeted cultivation of
different types of crops. Crop rotation can reduce pesticide Cycle interruption limits the
. use, which benefits animals. In development of weeds, pests and
Implementation o , . :
general, diversification promotes pathogens. Legumes improve nitrogen
« In one year, at least 5 different main crops with a agrobiodiversity. The reduced use of sgpply. Cultivating crops with .
minimum of 10% to a maximum of 30% acreage each nitrogen through the use of different root system§ allows nutrient
legumes has a positive effect resources to be exploited from
+ Legumes and mixtures with legumes on at least 10% of on biodiversity. different soil depths and improves
the agricultural area soil structure. At the same time, the
agricultural landscape is diversified,
« Maximum permissible proportion of cereals: 66%; winter thus favoring biodiversity - especially
and summer crops are considered different main crops, when plots are reduced in size, thus

even if they belong to the same genus creating a habitat mosaic. Species
diversification continuously provides

different nutrient resources.

Further recommendations

« If more than 5 main crop types are cultivated, these can
be combined if the minimum proportion of 10% is not

. Fruit diversification is directly related
reached for one or more main crop types

to market opportunities.

For further reading: Case Study (engl.): “Crop diversification: obstacles and levers - Study of farms and supply chains”
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/281438852_Crop_diversification_obstacles_and_levers_Study _of farms_and_supply_chains
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