Biodiversity-promoting measures in arable farming

Field margins

Description of the measure

Field margins serve to promote species-rich arable flora
and increase the supply of flowers for insects. Field
margins are cultivated with the same crop at the same
sowing density as the rest of the field, predominantly in
cereal crops, not maize. Ideally, the field margins should be
planted on lean land with little or no weeds such as dock,
couch grass or thistles. Shady and nutrient-rich sites are
unsuitable.

Implementation and maintenance

« Minimum width 3-12 m, minimum area 0.3 ha
 No use of pesticides

+ Mechanical weed control possible, but should be reduced
to a minimum

- No fertilization and liming

- Plowing late in the year, ideally overwintering

Effects on biodiversity

Field margins can be important
elements of biotope connectivity.
Thanks to lower inputs of substances
and the usual edge effects, typical
arable flora can find an extended
habitat here. Many wild field herbs
provide valuable food for insects.
Field margins also provide a habitat
for birds and small game.

Further positive effects

Field margins have an ecological
buffer function against material
inputs and outputs.

Further recommendations

In cases of heavy infestation with
problem weeds, plant protection
products can be applied selec-
tively. Yield-reducing weeds can
be targeted early on if necessary.
Stubble cultivation should only be
carried out late or in the following

spring.
Field margins should be maintained

for as long as possible, at least two
years on the same area.
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